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victory;   the relieving force took to flight, and a few days
later the garrison of Antioch capitulated.

Once more the territorial ambition of the leaders was Beginning
aroused. Bohemond claimed possession of the city since he jj^.^^11
had been the first to enter it, and after months of wrangling crusaders
he prevailed against the counterclaim of Raymond of Toul- and Eastern
ouse; the papal legate, who might have acted as mediator, mPeror
died of plague, and only the general desire to press on to
Jerusalem at last forced Raymond grudgingly to leave
Bohemond in possession. The delay was serious, for, Seljuk
resistance having been overcome, the road to Jerusalem was
open; but the Fatimites took advantage of the delay them-
selves to make the easy capture. The crusaders' task was
now more difficult, as they had a fresh enemy to encounter,
with whom they had been negotiating on friendly terms
before. But the dispute over the possession of Antioch had
other and more serious results. By treaty Antioch should
have been handed over to Alexius, but he had not kept his part
of the bargain. He had been recovering towns in Asia Minor
while the crusaders were in difficulties, and was on his way to
join them when he was met by a number of panic-stricken
fugitives, including Stephen of Blois, who had taken to flight
on the approach of Karbogha. Believing their tale that the
crusading army was annihilated, Alexius retraced his steps;
and his non-arrival gave the crusaders justification for refusing
to hand over Antioch to him. Raymond, who alone had
refused to take the oath of fealty, was now alone in defending
the rights of Alexius; but he was also actuated solely by
self-interest. From this time friendly co-operation between
Emperor and crusaders ceased. The grievances on both sides
gave rise to a bitterness of feeling, which was deliberately made
more intense by Bohemond,1 to justify his refusal to hand over
Antioch to Alexius. In the West a general belief was created
of the duplicity of the Eastern Emperor and his hostility to
the Crusade. By his failure to assist in the siege of Antioch,
Alexius lost not only Antioch; he lost the goodwill of the
Western Christians and prepared disaster for his Empire.

Leaving Bohemond at Antioch and Baldwin at Edessa, The capture
the crusaders resumed their march in January 1099.    There of Jerusalem

1 In Anna Comnena's account in the Alexiad, Bohemond rightly appears
as the villain of the piece*